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THE SHELBURNE FREE PRESS IS NOW ON FACEBOOK – 

The Shelburne Free Press has joined the digital era! 

Check us out online at www.shelburnefreepress.ca and ‘Like’ us 

on Facebook. Find additional stories that didn’t make our pages 

and photo highlights from area events, as well as press releas-

es and advisories from the Shelburne Police, Health Unit, local 

politicians and more!

Find us online at

www.shelburnfreepress.ca

Expires Oct. 24, 2013

Photos displayed may be

different from actual items. 

226 First Ave, Shelburne

519-925-6857
www.gianttiger.com
226 First Ave, Shelburne
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PHOTO BY LISA CZEBAN

PHOTO CONTEST WINNER! – Lisa Czeban is the winner of the 1st Annual Shelburne Free Press Photo Contest. Lisa’s picture, 

‘God’s Country’, was taken last month outside at her Shelburne home. Lisa says she “loves the view from her backyard”, and we can 

clearly she why. Lisa is the winner of a day of luxury car driving and she will be presented with her certifi cate next week. Congratu-

lations Lisa!

Former hospital 

could be occupied 
quickly

BY WES KELLER

It appears Dufferin Treasurer Alan Selby wasn’t far off the 

mark when he predicted that the 24 housing units at Dynes-

Grey Village would be fully occupied when the former hospi-

tal opens the units at mid-2014.

Unoffi cially, at least 20 of the units have already been spo-

ken for. That doesn’t mean that 20 tenants have been selected 

but it can be viewed as an indication of the popularity of the 

development.
Shelburne Mayor Ed Crewson, who serves as the county’s 

chairman of the Community Services Committee, would only 

confi rm that Dufferin Housing Authority has 30 on a waiting 

list for affordable housing, and 100 on an a waiting list for 

assisted living at Dufferin Oaks.

In the selection of tenants for the new units, priority would 

be given to those already on a waiting list.

The chairman/mayor, speaking to the need for seniors hous-

ing in an interview, acknowledged that there is a privately 

owned building for seniors under way on Riddell Road in Or-

angeville.
But he said it is his information that an apartment there 

could be $3,200 a month. Although that would include meals, 

he said it would be out of reach for most seniors.

There is an evident growing need for affordable housing for 

seniors, and the need might extend through the generations 

with the loss of high-paying industrial jobs and the new em-

phasis on lower-paying ones in the service industry sector.

The mayor, however, was speaking to the need for seniors. 

He cited the case of a senior couple who, for the time being, 

are forced to live apart because there is no affordable space 

available for them to live together.

The county has a moral, ethical and perhaps a legal respon-

sibility to take whatever measures it can to solve the problems 

of homelessness. The mayor’s questions are, essentially, What 

do we do with them; And how?

Low cost rabies clinic

A rabies and microchip clinic will take place on Saturday, 

October 26 at Premier Equipment in Ospringe (southeast cor-

ner of Highway 124 & 125) from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  A three-

year rabies vaccine is $30. The microchip is also $30. This is 

sponsored by Dr. F. Walker. For more information contact the 

Upper Credit Humane Society at 519-833-2287.

Keeping the coyote population under control

BY WES KELLER

As might have been expect-

ed, county council last week 

returned the coyote problem 

back to General Government 

Services Committee and coun-

ty staff to work with Dufferin 

Federation of Agriculture in 

drafting a new bylaw for the 

council’s consideration in No-

vember.
The county does have a by-

law on the books to control 

“bad” coyotes. But the Preda-

tor Control Bylaw it does have 

is being invalidated by the 

withdrawal of the Ministry of 

Natural Resources from pred-

ator coyote control.

Federation president Bill 

McCutcheon had called the 

problem to the Committee’s 

and county staff’s attention 

last month when he outlined 

the losses of livestock that had 

occurred in Dufferin, includ-

ing at his own sheep ranch in 

the town of Grand Valley, over 

the past three years.

(The Town of Grand Valley 

is the former Township of East 

Luther Grand Valley.)

The Committee simply re-

ceived Mr. McCutcheon’s re-

port and passed it along to the 

council for consideration.

Mr. McCutcheon told this 

newspaper last week that the 

Federation is not seeking erad-

ication of the species but that 

“lethal” control is intended to 

be used only as a last resort. 

Once a coyote becomes a 

predator on livestock it’s hard 

to break the habit. He said the 

Federation respects the bal-

ance of nature, by which the 

coyotes would live on their 

natural diet of fi eld mice and 

such.
But coyotes – if that’s what 

they truly are – have recently 

become a problem in urban 

centres such as Toronto as 

well, where they have been 

reported to have attacked pets 

and posed a threat to children.

But Wikipedia draws a dis-

tinction between the pure 

coyotes of the Western Plains, 

which are not natural pred-

ators, and the larger Eastern 

Coyotes. In fact, it says the 

Eastern variety of the “coyote” 

is actually a Coywolf, a hybrid 

of the two species coyote and 

wolf.
How serious might the coy-

ote/coywolf problem become?

On Oct. 28, 2009, folk-sing-

er-songwriter Taylor Mitchell, 

19, was attacked and killed by 

several of these animals while 

taking a pre-concert stroll in 

the Maritimes.
Following the death of the 

award-nominated Toronto na-

tive, Wikipedia reported that, 

“In an interview with The Ga-

zette, Brad White, a coyote ex-

pert at Trent University in Pe-

terborough, Ontario said they 

might have been coyote-wolf 

hybrids. 
“However, Don Anderson, a 

biologist with the Nova Scotia 

Department of Natural Re-

sources, said he has seen no 

reason to suspect the animals 

were coyote-wolf crosses. 

Don Anderson noted there are 

no wolves in Nova Scotia or 

New Brunswick. 

“Dr. Brent Patterson of the 

Ontario Ministry of Natural 

Resources, however, con-

cludes there is suffi cient phys-

ical evidence that these coy-

otes were so-called ‘Eastern 

Coyotes.’
“Eastern Coyotes of the Ca-

nadian provinces are distant 

hybrids of Canadian wolves 

and coyotes that go back gen-

erations when the Western 

Coyotes of the North Amer-

ican Plains regions of the 

United States, migrated to the 

Ontario region, and interbred 

with native wolves,” Wikipe-

dia reported.
Ms. Mitchell’s case was 

only the second fatal coyote 

attack on a human ever record-

ed in North America. The fi rst 

occurred in the United States 

in August 1981, when 3-year-

old Kelly Keen was attacked 

by a coyote outside her home 

in Glendale, California. 
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